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The INHABITANTS, Ge. 


GENTLEMEN, 


* NMMEDITIATLV after the Election 
[ * of your new Curate, I caus'd Cards 
Ev wh to be diſtributed among you, ex- 

1 prefiive of my Gratitude for an 
uncommon Inſtance of your Kindnels towards 
me, while a Candidate for your vacant Cure, 
And as, in thoſe Cards, an Intimation was 
given of my Intention to explain to you, from 
the Preſs, the Cauſes of my Diſappointment, 
I prepar'd, four Days afterwards, a little 
Compoſition upon the Subject, in the Form 
of a Letter, addreis'd to Dr. DoDWYHLL. But, 
as it was written under the immediate Im- 
preſſion, and lively Senſe of an Injury re- 
ceiv'd, I was prevail'd on by {ome Friends, 
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who then ſaw it, to let That, and myſelf too, 
cool fcr a-while ;—that, in the calmer Mo- 
ments of a difpaſſionate Reviſal, I might the 
better determine on the Propricty, or Impro- 
priety, of ſending it to the Preſs. The Re- 
tult of this Delay 1s,—that my intended Pam- 
phlet {jor the preſent, ot lea % ſleeps. Ge- 
neral Motives of Humanity, and particular 
Reaſons of Delicacy, reſpecting my own Cha- 
racer, oppoſe themſelves ſtrongly againſt the 
Spirit of Reſentment. However richly an in-- 
injurious Perſon may deſerve, yet it does not 
always become the injur'd Party to expre/s, 
it. By this Means ſome of the Readers of 
this Sheet will perhaps be diſappointed, when 
they ſec the expected Poignancy of an angry 
and larger Production dwindled into an inſt - 
7 Narrative of a few plain Matters of Fact. 

ut as this Narrative contains /ome Particu- 
lars of a Diſpute, in which a great Number 
of you, Gentlemen, have voluntarily, and 
moſt obligingly intereſted yourſelves, you 
have a Right to expect, and it is "wy Duty 
to lay them before you. 


What I ſhall now produce, will be ex- 
trated, with but little Variation, from my 
Pamphlet. As to the full, and more minute 
Account of all the Reaſonings, and Alterca- 
tions, contain'd in a late private Correſpon- 
dence betwixt the Doctor and myſelf, it is 
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impoſſible, as I hope it is unneceſſary, to in- 
ſert them here, Enough will, 1 flatter myſelf, 
be advanc'd, to ſerve as a Foundation, on 
which to ground your Judgment.—To that 
Judgment—far and impartial as | am ſure it 
will be—do I, with all due Deference, ſubmit 
my Cauſe, and mylelt. 


I now proceed to the Narrative, 


Early in the year 1772 there was (if you 
remember) a Report, that Mr. R. your late. 
Curate was in a dying Condition, in London. 
At the ſame time I received undoubted Intel- 
ligence, that a noble Lord in this Neighbour- 
hood had, a Fortnight before, been canvaſ- 
ſing the Chapter of the Church of Sarum (in 
whom is the Right of Nomination to the 
Curacy) in Behalt of a Friend of his, whom 
he with'd to fee ſucceed, in Cate of a Vacancy. 
But having Intimations given me, that the 
Gentleman might pothbly deſiſt from his Pur- 
ſuit ; and being invited to it inylelt by a Mem- 
bet of the Chapter, on one Hand, and preſs'd 
to try for it by ſame Friends in tae Partth, on 
the other, I ventur'd to take the Field, as a 
Candidate. At that time three Gentle nen of 

the Chapter (Dr. DopwrLri included) were 
here on the Spot; the other tour were in 
London. I applicd to every Individual tor 
his Favronr, either by Leiter, or in Perſon. 
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Two, of the three whom I waited on perſo- 
nally, expreſs'd their hearty Wiſhes for my 
Succeſs, but did not then chuſe to promiſe, re- 
ſolving previouſly to confer with thoſe of their 
Brethren, with whom they were particularly 
connected, and wiſhing that, for the Sake of 
the Peace of the Chapter, Matters might be 
ſo manag'd, as to produce Unanimity in the 
Choice. On my taking Leave, I inform'd 
them of my intended Application t. Dr. 
DopwELL; which they approv'd of, as a 
Matter of Form, and Reſpect, but attur'd 
me that it weu'd be ineſtectual, as they knew 
he had engag'd himſeli a Fortnight before to 
the noble Lord. One of them added, that 
he receiv'd this Intelligence from that No- 
bleman himſelf, when he aſk'd him tor 97 
voice: And indeed his Lordſhip has fince 
been pleas'd to confirm the Truth of it to 
me. However, in a few Minutes Time, I 
was with the Dr. in his Library; and, after 
communicating my Buſineſs to him, the Sub- 
ſtance of his Converſation on it was, as follows. 


He faid,—that he thought it hardly decent 
for any one to apply for the Curacy, before it 
became vacant ;—ihat he was engag'd to no 
Body ;—but that, leit hereafter I ſhould think 
he had prevaricated with me, he won'd (upon 
my ſolemn Promiſe of Silence) impart to me 
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a very great Secret, I was ſurpriz'd at this; 
but engag'd to keep it. 


The Secret was—that he thought his Son 
ARTHUR a proper Perſon for the Curacy, but 
that he cou'd not hitherto prevail on him to 
think of it; however, that he had ſent for 
him expreſsly to confer more about the Mat- 
ter; that he expected him that morning ;— 
and that in thiee or four Days Time they 
wou'd communicate to me their Determina- 
tion. I anſwer'd, that if his Son ſhou'd re- 
ſolve to become a Candidate, I wou'd cer- 
tainly ('though I had begun to canvais the 
Chapter) deſiſt from all further Pretenſions. 
—[n Expectation of their final Reſolution, I 
remain'd unactive for four Days; when, on 
the fourteenth of February, was deliver'd to 
me a Note, without a name indeed, but aſ- 
ſuredly in the Doctor's Hand- writing; the 
the whole Contents of which were literallß 
theſe ;—** The Perſon of whom we ſpake, de- 
clines any Application for, or even Acceptance 
of the Thing in View ; nor has that Scheme been 
mention d or hinted to any one living, except your- 


ſelf, and the Friend that propos d it.“ 


Being now ſatisfied that I had nothing to 
apprehend from that Quarter, I went to Lon- 
don, that I might, by founding thoſe Gen- 
tlemen of the Chapter, why were then in 
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Town, be able to form ſome Conjecture con- 
cerning the Probability of my ſucceeding. 
In ſhort, the Hopes I conceiv'd, after n; 
ſeveral Applications, were ſuch, as aſſur'd 
me of Succeſs, Then did I (in an unlucky 
Hour) reject finally certain Propoſals, mace 
to me a little before, for ſettling myſelf, to 
great Advantage, in London. 


After my Return from thence, with this 
flattering Proſpe& before me—beheld, at the 
End of about two months, (during which 
Time the unhappy Mr. R. continued in an 
almoſt dying State) I receiv'd another Let- 
ter ſrom Dr. DoDwELL, informing me, that 
— is Son, wn ſecond Thoughts, and farther 
Tutelizerce, and ſeme Family Circumnſtauces, 
wen'd not decliue the Favour of the Chapter, 
if they ſheu'd tvaik fit to oppornt him to be the 
RY1140/CIl 


do not pretend to deſcribe my Aſtoniſh— 
ment, and that of my Friends, to whom [ 
communicuted this extraorcinsry Epiſtle, It 
had ſuch an Effect en Dr. I AvLOR, that, 
though Je was the Friend, whom Dr. Dop- 
WEL I. in bis Ne to me mentions as having 
&rſt propos'd his Son for the Curacy, but 
afterwaids, on 4:s Reliuſal, gave me Encou- 
ragement, though not an abſolute Promife ; 
it had juch an Effect on bim, 1 ſay, that from 
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that Moment he told me (in a Letter, which 
I have preterv'd) that he confider'd himſelf as 


abſolut-ly engag'd to me. 


»Till this Period, I kept his Secret inviola- 
bly ; nor ever gave myicli the Trouble to gueſs 
at the Reaſon why it was enjoyn'd to me as 
ſuch. But, as his [<cond Letter implied, in 
my Opinion, a full R-leate trom the Obliga- 
tion, I have ever lince thought myſelf at Li- 
berty to ſpeak of, and comment upon, that, 
and every other myſterious Circumitance in 
the Tranſaction, as to me ſhou'd app2ar pro- 

er. Not that I mean to dwell on any of 
them at this Time, as I won'd not preſume 
to give a Bias to the Reager's Judgment, by 
previouſly obtruding upon him my own. What 
mine is, the Doctor ſhall know, whenever 
he may think proper to Call for it. But to 
proceed. | 


Poor Mr. R. after a long languihing illnets 
intermix'd now and then with tome truitleſs 
Etforts of Nature towards a Recovery, very 
lately died.— This event happen'd a little be- 
fore the Time of Dr. DodDwELL's Refidence ; 
and he quickly airivid here. And as his In- 
tention to pertiit in the Scheme of puthing his 
Son into the Vacancy, if potlible, notwith- 
ſtanding his former Renunciation, had been 
long known, ſo were we not 1lurpiiz'd here at 

his 
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his putting every Engine in Motion to accom- 
pliſh it. But I ſubmit it to the Reader whe- 
ther his mode of proceeding was a generous 
one: For, notwithſtanding he knew, or might 
caſily have know, the real Inclinations of a 
Majority in the Chapter, he was reſolv'd to 
profit by ſome Advantages, which (conſider- 
ing his former Conduct) he ought to have 
wav'd. What I allude to is—Chanter Con- 
redAions ; or the Cuſtom (e ́˖ỹuting almoſt 
to a Necefiity) of the ſeveral Members of 
the Body reciprocally ſerving, or being ſerv'd 
by, each other. This Occonomy prevails 
naturally, and almoſt inevitably, I preſume, 
in moſt Spiritual Societies, which have be- 
longing to them a conſiderable Patronage. 
Nor do I mean to drop the moſt diſtant 
Hint of any Impropriety in it. But, in this 
Inſtance, may I not venture to aſſert that the 
Dr. was wrong ? For, as, before my Applica- 
tion to them owe or two of the Members 
had voluntarily mention'd his Son, and he had 
declin'd the Propoſal, ought he, afterwards, 
to have reſum'd his Pretenſions, or wiſh'd 
tor their Favour ?—eſpecially as the Dr. had 
renounc'd thoſe Pietenſions in his Note to 
me likewiſe ; and conſequently left the Field 
open for me to make my Way 1n it, as I 
cou'd? Some of the Gentlemen, 'tis true, 
wou'd not, from Motives of Delicacy, give 
me, or any other, a Promite, betoic an ac- 
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tual Vacancy ; and, after the Vacancy, was 
it, I ſay, generous in him to ſuffer the Mind 
of either of them to be divided between 
Inclination and Intereſt? Had he kept bit 
Word with me, I ſhou'd have had the unani- 
mous Voice of the Chapter. 


The Doctor's private Correſpondence with 
me by Letters, which took Place about a 
Week before the Election, together with his 
Arguments, and my Refutations of them at 
that time, and fince, in my intended Pam- 
phlet, ſhall, at preſent, be paſs'd over. A ſhort 
Specimen or two may, however (as they are 
ſiriking ones) ſerve to amule you, for a mo- 
ment. In one Paſſage, he intimates his Opi- 
nion that—** 24 a material Alteration of Cir = 
% cumſtaices a Competitor muy revve his Compe= 
tition. But what material Alteration of Cir— 

cumſtances was ther: in is Caſe? Every 
Thing exiſted, every Thing continued exactly in 
Statu quo z—the dying Curate Mr. RAND — 
the renouncing Mr. ARTHUR DoD WELL; - ind 
the only remaining Candidate, Mr. CuHAr v. 


Again, —mark, I beſeech you, the follow - 
ing Sentence: — “ Tho" the. Note (meaning 
the Note of Renunciation) was then ſent 
% with great Sincerity, yet in the flrifteſt Senſe 
* and Letter of it, it did not exclude an Aſter 
* Thought, or bind to any perpetual Engagement. 
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It was only a plain Declaration of the In- 
tent at that '| mie, but it was not a Declaration 
*« tbat That Intent was irreverſible.” —ls 
it polſiblethat Dr. DopwELI cou'd hazard ſuch 
a pallage as this, in the Eye of a diſcerning 
World, without previouſly conſulting the Ca- 
ſuiſts at Sf. Omer's? Had he done This, they 
might have ſav'd him ſome Bluthes, by con- 
vincing him, that the Potition implied in it 
was ablolutel) indetentible. But to proceed. 


Much has been faid lately concerning 
the propriety of tlie Pariſb interfering, lo 
as 10 expreſs to the Chapter their good 
| Withcs for my Succels.—l have hithcrto had 
no Means of knowing the Senie of every In- 
dividual in that Body upon the Subject: but, 
whatever it may be, Gentlemen turely may, 
on this, as well as all other Occaſions, differ 
in Opinion, without any Impeachment either 
of their Judgment, or their Candour. One 
of them (whole Spirit, and Virtues [ admire, 
as much as I love his Perſon) has declared, that 

a Meaſure of this Kind, purtued with ſuch De- 
cency and Ditiidence as the late one was, wou'd 
have had Weight with Hz. 


It has been hinted to me, that I may poſ- 
fibly give Offence, ſomewhere or other, by 
venturing to ſpeak too freely of Dr. Dop- 
WELL's Conduct. But whom can I oftend !— 
whom, or what {liculd I fear ? I am poſſeſs'd of 

One 
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one or two little Employments in the Church 
of Sarum, voluntarily given, or procur'd for 
me, by the two higheſt Characters in it. But, 
conſcious as I an ot the ſuſtice of my Canute 

I flatter myſelf (and it were a Sin to think 
otherwiſc) that I have Nothing to fear from 
the ſuppos'd Retentment of any ont, tor pre- 
ſuming to cenſure a Man, who, I em p-riva- 
ded, has diſhonoured himielf, and imur'd me. 
I have the Honour of knowing, and the ap- 
pineſs of being well with every Gentleman in 
the Church; nor can I be pirevail'd vith to 
fear being depriv'd of that IIippingſe, on the 
preſent Account. 


Fear, and Hope, are certainly the two gov- 
erning Paſlions, that have the mott general 
Influence over Mankind. And as I have been 
attack'd on the Side of the former, fo have I 
not, on this Occaſion, been. without Tem 
tations, with Reſpet to the latter. Peace 
Offerings have been mentioned, Compentati- 
ons propos'd, and the Mode of obtaining then 
pointed out, provided | wou'd be filent. Bur, 
impenetrable and blind as my Head is, what 
can I do with it? There are ſome Genuiſes, 
form'd with an inv;acible Propenũty to the 
Wrong, that miſtake Obttinacy tor S;, 101k, = 
that had much f»0necr turn their Backs on 
Preferments, than on their Well-wihets and 
Friends; — and had rather faft, thay ot down 


to 
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to a Feaſt, if purchas'd at the Expence of 
their Honour. 


This Letter is (as I have before obferv'd) 
intended only as a private Narrative of a few 
fimple Facts, calculated for the Information of 
a Circle of Friends in this City, And yet 
perhaps a more extenſive Publication might, 
in the Event, have been of general Uſe. A 
waggiſh Lawyer of my Acquaintance, con- 
verſant in Electioneering Buſineſs, gravely 
tells me, that Dr. DoD WEIL wou'd do well, 
pro Bono publico, to favour the World with his 
Sentiments on this Occaſion; that Al may 
know how far a conſcientious, good Man may 
ſafely engage his Word; and in what Caſes, 
and under what Circumſtances, he may break 
it, — Right; — an excellent Thought. — As 
a general Election approaches, and the Laity 
are fond or taking the Ton from the Church, 
Voters of the balancing Kind, all over the 
Kingdom — (upon my Honour, I mean no 
particular Application) — might then have 
tome fix'd Rules, ſome preciſe Syſtem, to di- 
rect them in diſpoſing of their Voices, and be 
able to plead good Authority for their Conduct. 
I, as the Doctor's Friend, wou'd afterwards 
reduce his Publication to the Form of a little 
Book, and write a Preface to it. The Title 
of it ſhould be— Chances for holding a Voter 
to his Word; or, Dr. DopwELL's Table of 
Promiſes. | By 
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Bythis Time I imagine the Reader is ready 
to call out for the Queſtion. Let me then 


beg Leave once more, and for all, to recite 
the Doctors Note. 


« The Perſin of whom we ſpate, declines any 
6 Application for, or even Acceptance of the 1 bing 


« View.“ 


The Queſtion is, —Do theſe Words, or do 
they not, imply an Intention to give up the 
Purſuit of the Objed alluded to! 


Can a Man, —a Gentleman, or can he not, 
after having for four Days deliberated upon 
the Matter, and thus ſolemnly given up the 
Purſuit I ſay, can he, or can he not, in two 
Months, or two Weeks, or two Days, or in- 
deed even after, with any Propriety, or Ho- 
n0ur, reſume it. 


Antwer me, Candour z—anſwer me, Dr, 
DoDWELL,—if he will vouchſafe an Anſwer; 
nd it his Hercu/can Pen can condeſcend to be- 
come a Club to ſmite a Pigmy with. Il fear, 
2 cannot. And, if ſo, then is it moſt pro- 
able that—however 1 might have been diſ- 
p2s'd myſelf, for partial Reaſons—as being of 
the ſame Order with the Doctor, and (as 1 
have already ſaid) from general Motives of Hu- 
manity, to ſpare him, yet uprejudic'd Ry-ſtand- 
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ers, who know our Story, and who are al- 
ways fond of giving Things their true Names, 
will be apt to call this Tranſaction rather 


uncandid. | 


I conclude with obſerving of this Letter / 
(as was hinted at firſt) that the frozen hand 
of Correction has—as a Compoſition — chill'd 
it:—its Spirit is evaporated, in cooling: and 
mangling, and diſmembering has nearly de- 
priv'd it of all Life.— But I flatter myſelf 
that enough of it remains to convince you, 
how earneſtly I wiſh'd, and how greatly I 
regret the Loſs of, that Connection between 
us, which I am perſuaded wou'd have been 
fo agreeable to far the greater Number among 


-, you. Had not my Hopes been thus cruelly 


and unjuſtly difappointed, I ſhou'd have re- 
Joic'd—chiefly, as Succefs wou'd have afford- 
ed me the Means, on: numberlefs Occafions 
hereafter, of teſtifying that Reſpect, and Gra- 
titude, with which 1 ſhall ever remein, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your much oblig'd, 


And moſt obedient Servant. 


_ 4; CHATFY. 
SALISBURY, 
Feb. 2, 1774+ 


